Righteous needed by sinful men
Romans 1:16-3:29


This is the first main section of the epistle in which Paul establishes the fact of the universality of man’s sin and unrighteousness...”There is NONE RIGHTEOUS, NO NOT ONE!” (3:10) Without exception ALL MEN are WRONG and can only be made RIGHT by receiving and obeying the gospel. We shall consider man’s need of righteousness under the following headings:



[1]  THE FACT DECLARED (1:16-20)



[2]  THE FACT DEMONSTRATED (1:21-2:29)




[3]  THE FACT DEBATED (3:1-8)




[4]  THE FACT DEFINED (3:9-20)
[1] THE FACT DECLARED

(1) REVELATION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (1:16, 17)

Rome was the great human power center of Paul’s day. With all their power there was something missing. They knew nothing about “the power of God unto salvation.”  For this reason Paul was unashamed to come to Rome, for he was coming with God-power which was in every way superior to man-power!

(A) THE GOSPEL

Verses 16-20 introduce some of the great words that are to be developed throughout the remainder of the epistle. The first of such words is “Gospel.” Gospel is the translation of a word which means good news, glad tidings. The English transliteration of the Greek word is evangel. The preacher of the gospel or the evangel  is the evangelist. While there are special ministry gifts known as evangelists, there is a legitimate sense in which all Christians are evangelists and spread the good news abroad. The GOSPEL is the GOOD NEWS concerning all that God has done and continues to do for men in delivering them from sin and its consequences and bringing them to righteousness and all its blessedness.

1) THE IMPORTANCE OF THE GOSPEL



Mark 16:15 – “And he (Jesus) said unto them, ‘Go ye into all the world, and PREACH THE 

GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE.’”



Matt. 24:14 – “This GOSPEL of the kingdom shall be preached IN ALL THE WORLD for a 


 witness UNTO ALL THE NATIONS; and then shall the end come.”

2) THE GOSPEL DEFINED



I Cor. 15:1-4 – “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the GOSPEL . . . how that Christ 


 died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he arose 


again the third day according to the scriptures.”


3) THE GOSPEL DESCRIBED


          a) GOD – Rom. 1:1 – “The GOSPEL of GOD OR “from God.”



Rom. 15:16-19 (JBP) – “. . . my commission as minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles in 


the service of the GOSPEL OF GOD. For my constant endeavour is to present the Gentiles 

to God 
as an offering which he can accept, because they are sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

And I think I have something to be proud of (through Christ) in my work for God. I am not 

competent to speak of the work Christ has done through others, but I do know that 


through me he has secured the 
OBEDIENCE OF GENTILES IN WORD AND DEED, working 


by sign and miracle and all the power of the Holy Spirit.”

          b) HIS SON – Rom. 1:9 – “The GOSPEL of HIS SON.”

 

God’s good news has to do with His Son through whom He has made all His saving power 

 Available to sinful men.


          c) SALVATION – Eph. 1:13 – “The GOSPEL of YOUR SALVATION.”



God’s good news has to do with saving men through His Son. We will look at thr meaning 

 and scope of salvation shortly.

         d) GRACE – Acts 20:34 – “The GOSPEL of the GRACE OF GOD.”


Here the word Gospel is linked with another wonderful word grace. God’s good news tells 
 us that His saving power is available to us apart from any merit or deserving on our part. 


        e) PEACE – Eph. 6:15 – “The GOSPEL of PEACE.”


              Rom. 10:15 – “How beautiful  are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of Peace, and 
 
  bring glad tidings of good things!” Thw whole matter of peace is developed in Eph. 2:11-22. Through 
                      
  obeying  the gospel we can have peace in ourselves, with God, and with one another.

         f) KINGDOM – Matt. 24:14 – “The GOSPEL of the KINGDOM.”


                  It is good news that sinful man can, through the grace of God, enter into, and become citizens         
   of the domain of King Jesus.

        g) GREAT JOY – Luke 2:10, 11 – “And the angel said unto them (the shepherds), Fear not: for, behold, 
   I bring you good tidings (same word translated gospel) of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
  
  unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” Great Joy is the 
  only possible result oof receiving and obeying the Gospel, however such joy is manifested.


      h) GOOD THINGS – Rom. 10:15 – “GLAD TIDINGS of GOOD THINGS.
This is the end of Part 1...more parts will be coming as I complete them. This study is taken from the writings of Ern Baxter...a well-known pastor many years ago!
